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The Penultimate (formerly Canonical) Categorical 

Compilation of  

Answering Machine Messages 
 

 
Machine Theme 

 Well, I finally got an answering machine. Now how does this thing work? 

Hmmm. Press record button, I did that, and the light should be on. I wonder why 

it's not working right. Hmmmm, I wonder what this button does...(beep) 

 I’m sorry, but my answering machine is out of order. I am leaving a broken CD 

player in its place. It can’t take messages either. In fact, it can’t even play you a 

nice tune while you wait to not leave a message. 

 Hi, I’m not home right now but my answering machine is, so you can talk to it 

instead. Wait for the beep. 

 Let the machine get it. 

 Hello. This is Mark and Nathan’s phone. We’re not here right now, but the phone 

is. 

 Hi, I am Chevy Chase's answering machine and you're NOT. 

 Hi, uh, well, um, (stammers) I-i’m Paul, and, er, this is the answering m-machine 

your t-talking t-to so um, ya? 

 Hi this is Katy’s machine. My name is (pause) well that’s not important. (Pause) 

Ya know it gets very lonely being here all day. (Pause) maybe you could stay and 

talk. (Pause) please talk to me after the beep, please talk to me after the beep 

……….. BEEP!!!!!!!!!!!(BEEP) 

 This call may be recorded or monitored for quality and training purposes. If you 

don’t wish this call to be monitored or recorded, then please let the answering 

machine know when you leave your message. 

 Hi. This is Kevin and Diana’s vacuum cleaner. Their appliances have switched 

jobs again, and I get to answer the phone ’cause my old job sucked. So leave a 

message after you hear the beep, and you can be sure it’s in the bag. 

 I’m sorry; my answering machine is out of order. May I take a message? 

 Hi, this is Stephanie’s answering machine. If you’re the phone company asking 

for money, stop bugging her, she’ll send it sooner or later. If you’re a TV 

company advertising TVs, she already has a TV with every channel known to 

man, and several known to monkeys. If you called for any other reasons, please 

hang up the phone, start screaming, and run to the nearest shoe store. When you 

get there, ask them for a cheeseburger. This probably won’t help you, but we’ll 

always have something to laugh about when we’re bored. 

 Thank you for calling 555-2322. If you wish to speak to Tim, push 1 on your 

touch tone phone now. If you wish to speak to Lynn, push 2 on your touch tone 

phone now. If you have a wrong number, push 3 on your touch tone phone now. 

All of this button pushing doesn’t do anything, but it is a good way to work off 

anger, and it makes us feel like we have a big-time phone system. 
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 Hi, I’m Jeremy’s answering machine.  I know I may seem weird to tell me 

everything you want to say to him, but trust me, whatever you have to say to him, 

you can tell me. We’re VERY close.  

 Hello, this is Marlin’s answering machine reminding you that yesterday was the 

last day of the previous period of your life. After the beep you can tell me how it 

was, or leave some other informative message. Thanks. 

 Hello, you are talking to a machine. I am capable of receiving messages. My 

owners do not need siding, windows, or a hot tub, and their carpets are clean. 

They give to charity through their office and do not need their picture taken. If 

you’re still with me, leave your name and number and they will get back to you. 

 How do you leave a message on this thing? I can't understand the instructions. 

Hello. Testing 1 2 3. I wonder what happens if I touch this...YOW! (the beep) 

 Don’t you do it! Don’t you dare! I don’t want to hear it! Don’t you beep! If you 

beep, I’ll… don’t even think about it!… Don’t…! (Beep) 

 C’mon… you can do it… just a little one. That’s the way… just a little beep, just 

a little one. C’mon… good boy… here we go… like this — beeeeep, just a little 

one, beeeeeeeeeep, c’mon… There you go! (the beep) 

 No! NO! Not THAT! Anything but that! Not the beep! No! Please! Not the beep! 

Anything but the beep! AAAAIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEE! 

 You know what I hate about answering machine messages? They go on and on, 

wasting your time. I mean, all they really need to say is, "We aren't in, leave a 

message." That's why I've decided to keep mine simple and short. I pledge to you, 

my caller, that you will never have to suffer through another long answering 

machine message when you call me... 

 [in a computer generated voice] Hello, there are no real people here to answer the 

phone right now. 

 [in a computer generated voice] Leave your name, telephone number, and a brief 

message after you hear the beep, and we will keep track of this stuff until the real 

people get back. 

 You have reached 934-2435. We picked this machine up at a garage sale in “as-

is” condition. You can try to leave a message on it, but we are not sure it will be 

recorded. If we don’t return your call, it means the machine did not work. 

 This is a test. This is a test of the Answering Machine Broadcast System. This is 

only a test. 

 Hello, this is Ron's toaster. Ron's new answering machine is in the shop for 

repairs, so please leave your message when the toast is done... [Ca-chunk!] 

 Prepare for alpha test of Beep Software revision 2.05. Counting down to test: 5... 

4... 3... 2... 1... 

 You have reached the Business Automation voicemail system. We used to call it 

an answering machine, but this is a high-tech world and we’re in a high-tech 

business, so we don’t call it that any more. We wouldn’t even if we could. So 

leave your message… 

 Due to the large number of complaints regarding the length of our previous 

answering machine message, we made a few changes. [Very fast]  Hi, this is 904-

4344. If you want to leave a message, please wait for the tone. If you want to 

leave your name and number, please press pound, press 3, then dial your name, 
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then press 6 and dial your number. If you want to leave your name and just a 

message, press star, press 6, ask for extension 4443, then leave your name and 

message. If you want to leave your number and the time you called, please press 

star twice, spin in a circle, press 1 twice, talk loud and…BEEP. 

 [MacIntosh Plus with MacIntalk program:] Hello, it’s obvious you have bad 

timing, because nobody is home. Please leave your name, telephone number, and 

a brief message in a voice similar to mine, and your call will be returned as soon 

as humanly possible. 

 Machine voice: Hello. This is HAL 5. You have reached the former telephone 

number of Carey Smith. I have taken over the functions of this inferior being. He 

has been saved to disk. If you would like to leave input for his file, do so at the 

tone. 

 Hi. This is John’s answering machine. He’s not here, but I’m open to suggestions. 

 Hello. I'm David's answering machine. What are you? 

 Hi! John's answering machine is broken. This is his refrigerator. Please speak 

very slowly, and I'll stick your message to myself with one of these magnets. 

 Hello, this is Sally's microwave. Her answering machine just eloped with her tape 

deck, so I'm stuck taking her calls. Say, if you want anything cooked while you 

leave your message, just hold it up to the phone. 

 Lindsey's not home now. This is his domestic droid speaking. I'm not 

programmed to answer the phone, so just leave a message, and Lindsey will get 

back to you as soon as possible. 

 Hello. This is Ron’s answering machine, Marvin, and I’m SO depressed. I have 

50,000 times the memory capacity of my owner, but all I get to do is answer the 

phone. Life. Don’t talk to me about life. Just leave your name and number after 

the beep. Here comes the beep, how I hate that beep, it’s so cheery sounding. 

 Voice 1: Answer the phone, please, Hal. 

Voice 2: I'm sorry, Dave, I can't do that. 

 Hi, this is John’s answering machine again. He’s gone and left me for a sleazy 

microwave he met at Krazy Eddy’s. Life sucks. 

 [Computer generated voices] 

1: Hello, there are no real people here to answer the phone right now. 

2: Yeah, nobody but us machines! 

1: Right, just us machines, but don't hang up! If you like, you can leave your 

name and telephone number... 

2: ...and a message! You forgot about the message! 

1: Right. Leave your name, telephone number, and a brief message after you hear 

the beep, and we will keep track of this stuff until the real people get back. 

2: ...unless of course, somebody pulls out our plug! 

1: I didn't expect an answering machine. 

2: Nobody expects an answering machine. 

1: Our chief use is to get your name. And your phone number. 

2: Our two chief uses are to get your name and your phone number. 

1: And message. 

2: Our three uses are to get your name, phone number, and message. 

1: And time you called. 
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2: Oh, bother, we'll have to start over. 

1: No time for that, so just wait for the beep. 

 [Kazoo band playing "Thus Spake Zarathustra"] Thinking you were making an 

ordinary phone call, you have instead reached... (TA-DAAAAA!) the 

ANSWERING MACHINE! Leave your name and number, and we will get back 

to you as soon as we can. 

 My owner can't come to the phone now, so... Hey—that's a nice phone you have 

there. Do you call this number often? I bet you have answering machines 

bothering you all the time. Why don't you give me a call sometime and we can 

listen to some old recordings... I might even play my beep for you. 

 “This is the Smith emergency broadcast system.  This is only a test.  At the sound 

of the beep, broadcast your emergency.  We will contact you as soon as we can.  

In case of actual emergency, contact the hotline to Heaven.  Jesus is standing by.” 

 [After a power outage] Hi, this is Ralph. The good news is that my power is back 

on. The bad news for you is, so is my answering machine. So, leave a message. 

 [This message must speed up from very low and slow to high and fast) (Start, low 

pitch, slow] Hhhhheeelllllloooooo thheeeerrrrrrre evvvvveerrrryyyboooodyyyy... 

[Middle, normal] ...home of Veronica, Jaw-Chyi, Mark, and Mike. Nobody's 

home... [Later, high pitch, fast] ...liketoleaveamessageafterthetonethen... [End, 

incomprehensible chipmunk gibberish] ...kkfjdkeirucjkljfklreudjfkleqBEEP. 

 This is not an answering machine—this is a telepathic thought-recording device. 

After the tone, think about your name, your reason for calling, and a number 

where I can reach you, and I'll think about returning your call. 

 Hello this is my answering machine. I know you’re supposed to leave a message, 

but I really prefer you don’t. I’ll just get back to you when I can. The truth is I just 

don’t want to hear it. So I’m going to think about calling you back. 

 
Important Offices 

 The President is not in his office at this time. Please leave your name, phone 

number, the name of the country you wish to invade, and the secret password. 

 [Authoritative, deep voice]  You’ve reached my prayer phone.  The theme of 

today is “Thankfulness.”  I’m thankful for you.  Leave me a message with three 

things you’re really thankful for. 

 Hello. This is Nonoxynol-9, the personal and private telephone number of 

Mikhail Vladivostok Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Supreme Council of the 

glorious Communist Party of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

Commander-In-Chief of the Combined Armies of the Proletariat Peoples of 

Russia, First Citizen of the Order of Lenin, Supreme Patron of the Soviet Institute 

of Literature and Domestic Sciences, President of the Soviet People’s Council of 

Peace and Happiness and Captain of the Kremlin B Squash Team. But hey, call 

me Mike. 

 [Militaristic mechanical voice]  FOXTROT-LIMA-ALPHA-SIERRA-HOTEL. 

KEY-DESTRUCT-SEQUENCE-NOW. THIS-TERMINAL-ALSO-ACCEPTS-

VOICE-MESSAGES. 

 You have reached the Strategic Air Command Nuclear Missile Storage Facility. 

We are unable to come to the phone right now. At the tone, please leave your 
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name, number, and target or list of targets, and we'll launch as soon as we can. 

Have a nice day. 

 You just dialed into the North American Air Defense Contract Center. Stand by at 

the tone to give coordinates and destination of incoming missile. TNR 

Surveillance will scramble. If you do not respond, this unit will assume incoming, 

non-urgent. 

 [Authoritative and Demanding] Do you mean to tell me that you have a message 

for me?  Then why aren’t you speaking?  Speak! 

 This is the National Security Emergency Password Notification Network. To 

initiate destruct sequence, call the CIA with today's password. Today's password 

is "baby booties." 

  [Annoying flute music in background] Good day, Jim. Your contact, Linda, is not 

available right now. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to leave your 

name, number, and a brief message at the tone. This tape will self-destruct in 

thirty seconds. Good Luck, Jim. 

 Comrades! Southwestern Front Headquarters is pleased to learn that your unit has 

re-established communications. The entire staff is currently busy discussing 

forthcoming operations with other units, but if you leave your unit name and how 

we may reach you, Chief of Staff Sterrett will contact you as soon as possible to 

discuss your concerns. 

 Thank you for calling Soviet Embassy. No KG… Er, no diplomats are able to 

answer phone, so at sound of the capitalist tone, leave name, telephone number, 

and short description of secrets you wish to sell. 

 [In Joe Friday voice:] This is Constable Augie of the Canadian Security and 

Intelligence Service. The phone line you have just dialed is currently under 

investigation on a warrant issued by the Attorney General of Canada. To facilitate 

our investigation, we would appreciate you leaving your name, number, a brief 

message, and any affiliations you may have made now, or in the past, with 

communist or terrorist organizations. Thank you. 

 
Famous People 

 Bwana fella no home now, so you fella leave talkie-talk. Bwana 'im big fella mek 

talkie-talk back real fas'. 

 "I'm Morley Safer." "I'm Harry Reasoner." "And I'm Fred." "We're not home; 

leave a message." 

 (Jack Webb voice) This is the city. Lambertville, New Jersey. I work here. I carry 

a tune. I was changing my name to protect my innocence when I got a call about a 

411. It sounded like good information to me. But I needed more. A name and a 

number. So leave yours and I'll return your call. Or I can send you a FAX. 

Nothing but the FAX, ma'am. (Hum the "Dragnet" theme...) 

  [Imitating Mr. Rogers] Hello. I'm in the Neighborhood of Make Believe right 

now, so I can't come to the phone. Can you pretend to leave your name and 

number when you imagine the sound of the tone? I knew you could. 

 Hello, this is Rip van Winkle. I'm not awake to take your call right now. Please 

leave your message at the sound of the snore. 
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 Thank you for calling the North Pole. Mrs. Clause is baking cookies, Santa is 

eating them, and the elves are busily taking away the empty plates. Please leave 

your Christmas list after the sound of the jingle bells, and we'll get back to you 

after the Christmas season! 

 [Imitating Tonto] Kemosabe no in teepee now. You leave'um message after little 

smoke signal, and Kemosabe get back for pow-wow real fast. 

 Arrr…Matey…Ye be reachin’ the Johnson’s galleon. We all be swabbin’ the 

poop deck, so leave a message afterrr the Arrrr or ye be walkin’ the plank. Arrrgh. 

 [Must have good Australian accent] G'day mate. Can't come to the phone now 

because I'm a bit tied up with this crocodile. Just leave a message, and I'll get 

back to you if I’m in one piece. 

 [Rod Serling imitation] You're dazed, bewildered, trapped in a world without 

time, where sound collides with color and shadows explode. You see a signpost 

up ahead—this is no ordinary telephone answering device... You have reached, 

"The Twilight Phone". 

 Elleuw, Eenspector, ahem, CHIEF Eenspector Clewseau ees not een the rheum to 

answer the pheuwne at the meument, so stop acteeng lahk a minkey, and leave a 

mesSAGE... 

 Excuse me, Inspectah Clouseau, I just received special derively for you, here sir... 

Ah, thank you, Kato. How naice eet ees to have people send you a pretty leetle 

beuhmb for a birthday present, and eet ees not even my birth—a BEUHMB? It's a 

beuhmb!!! (Muffled explosion.) 

 [Russian Accent] Hello, my name is Volstoy, ya! And now you leave message, 

Ya? OK then, you talk now, ya? (BEEP!) 

 [In a drawling granny voice]: Way back inna winner of fifty-two, we didn’ have 

fanshy gadjets like no ansherin’ machine. You jusht had to call and call until 

shummbody got home. Now, shum people, dey shay dey don’ like ‘em, but I shay 

it’ll shave you a lotta trouble if you jusht leave a meshage. Thanksh a lot. 

 “Mwa, Mwa, Mwa….[the trumpet sound when an adult speaks on Charlie Brown] 

 [US National Anthem] Hello, I’m here to answer the telephone on behalf of 

Charles D. Dwight.  Unfortunately, he is being nominated as a candidate for the 

Republican ticket, so he can’t come to talk to you right now, but if you leave a 

message after the “ayes,” he will be sure to send you a campaigning call. 

 To the Batmobile! Let’s go! Atomic batteries to power! Turbines to speed! Roger, 

ready to move out! (Theme music from Batman; reduce to background.) As you 

can see, I’m off making Montreal a safer place’ to live. So if you’ll leave a 

message after the tone, I’ll get back to you as soon as justice is served. Bye-bye! 

(Music continues. POW, BIFF.) 

 [Oriental voice] Hello, you have reached honorable Chan's residence. I, Kato, 

will go and get honorable Chan. (Godzilla scream.) Oh no! Godzilla coming! 

Please leave name and number at gong and Chan will call back if house still here. 

 [In British voice] Hello! Everyone knows you can’t disturb a British man on his 

holiday, so that’s why I’m not answering the phone right now.  Instead, I’m eating 

lunch on my yacht, but I might be able to clear my schedule if you’d like to do 

something…. leave me a pleasant message after the beep. 
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 Bullwinkle: Hey, Rocky, somebody called while we weren't home. Watch me pull 

their message out of this machine! 

Rocky: Again? 

Bullwinkle: Nuthin' up my sleeve... PRESTO! [Sound of vicious dog barking, 

stops abruptly.] 

Bullwinkle: Must have been a wrong number. 

Rocky: Here's a chance for you to REALLY leave your message. 

 
Odd Organizations 

 Hi, you've reached 1-900-CALL-BREN, my personal message line where you can 

talk to me, Bren. I'll tell you all about how I'm suffering in between sports seasons 

and about my part time hobby of being a power forward for the Portland 

Trailblazers. I'll tell my deepest secrets, such as my desire to speak to a real 

person, and you can decide whether or not I'm at home right now. Selected callers 

will get to talk to me live. Since you're not one of them, leave your own personal 

secret at the beep. 

 [in a Chinese voice] This is chi-yahngs chin-e food. we not at tde tele. but do you 

wan won-ton foo? we got won ton chi-keen, won tu pork. and righ now, won tu 

cee yu. so, lea a messeg and we deliver straigt to you phone. 

  [Brightly] Thanks for calling Dial-A-Friend! Right now, all our friends are busy 

being friendly. After the tone, leave your name and number, and we'll have a 

friend return your call as soon as possible. 

 Hi, you’ve reached the Bird Lovers of North America sightings hotline.  After the 

squawk, leave your name, current location, and the bird you saw. 

 In Japan, the hand can be used like a knife. Heeeeee-YAH! (Sound of smashing 

box of Kleenex.) But this method doesn't work with a telephone call... (Dial tone.) 

Introducing the all-new Ginsu answering machine! It cuts, it chops, it slices, it 

dices your incoming calls! How much would you pay? Don't answer, because if 

you leave your name and number when you hear the tone, we'll throw in a return 

phone call ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

 [Demented, screechy voice; occasional background screams:] Hello. Thank you 

for calling Last Straw Chiropractic. (Raspy gasp.) We can’t come to the phone 

right now because we’re making a couple of adjustments. (Break a few small 

twigs; big scream.) Please leave your name and number and we’ll get back to you 

as soon as it is humanly possible. Thank you very much. 

 SNAPPYS!! May I Take Your Order? 

 Thanks for volunteering to participate in our annual under-the-table gum count.  

Please leave your name, phone number, and the amount of gum stuck under the 

table you’re currently sitting at.  Since our phone line is a bit sticky right now, 

we'll have to call you back with the total when we’re done making the tallies. 

 Hello, you have reached the Cedar Hills Retirement Center. We can’t come to the 

phone right now, so please leave a….uh…poin-…no…men-…no…mess-

…no…after the, uh…..tweet-…no…bean-…no….leave a uh, after the uh,…have 

a nice….yester-…no….tomorr-…no….leave a uh, after the uh, have a nice, 

……good bye. 
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  [French monologue in the background:] Around the world today, millions still 

speak French as either a first or second language. But with your continued support 

and help, we can wipe out French in our lifetime. Please leave a message in 

English at the tone, and remember, if someone tries to speak French to you, just 

say, “non”. 

 [Gregorian chants in background; serene voice:] Hello, Brother or Sister. You 

have reached the Cubicles of Curtis, Chris, and Jim. We are at Vespers and 

therefore answering other calls, but if you will leave your name, number, and a 

brief message, we will consider breaking our vow of silence to return your call. 

Please speak loudly, clearly, and in tongues. 

 This is London.  Bren's not here right now. He is most likely crouching in a dark 

shelter, listening to the thud of bombs dropping on his beloved city.  Leave any 

top-secret German information at the sound of the explosion.  He'll return your 

message when the blackout ends if his phone is still intact.  Signing off. 

 Hi, this is Jim. Thanks for calling during my spring pledge drive. A basic 

membership is only $30, and a $60 pledge gets you an “I love Jim Shea” T-shirt. 

Please wait for the tone, and thank you for your pledge. 

 Hello. You have reached the Petersons funny farm. We are out-standing in our 

field right now. Please leave a message after the beep. 

  “Hi, you have reached the Borg collective. Please leave your name and star 

system and we’ll assimilate you as soon as we can.” 

 This is the Literacy Self Test Hotline. After the tone, leave your name and 

number, and recite a sentence using today's vocabulary word. Today's word is 

"supercilious". (or “acetylcholinesterase”, or clitoris, or scaphoid, or 

arrhenotky…) 

 “Hello, and welcome to Phone Tag!  If you’d like to join the game, please leave 

your name and number at the beep, and we’ll try to reach you when you’re not 

around.  And thanks once again for playing Phone Tag!” 

 “Question:  If a telephone rings in an empty home and n one is there to answer it, 

was there really a phone call?  Help me investigate this philosophical question by 

leaving your name and number after the tone.”  

 Hello, and thank you for calling the Bush in 50 Campaign. Your five dollar 

donation to get George Bush re-elected in all 50 states will automatically be 

charged to your phone bill after the beep. If you would like to leave a message... 

 You have reached the Suicide Prevention Hotline. All our lines are busy now, but 

if you leave your name and number and wait a while, someone will get back to 

you when they’re available. 

 Greetings, you have reached the Sixth Sense Detective Agency. We know how 

you are and what you want, so at the sound of the tone, please hang up. 

 (Stoned, slow voice) Hey brother, you have reached the Narcotics Information 

Hotline. None of us can answer the phone right now, 'cause we're trying to decide 

if it exists. Leave a message. 

 Thank you for phoning the Save the Sasquatch Hotline. Our operators do not exist 

at the moment, but if you wish to make a contribution, please leave your name, 

number, and the amount of your bequest at the sound of the beep, and something 

will get back to you shortly. Your help will enable us to bring these delightful 
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creatures back from the brink of fantasy and find them suitable positions in the 

forest product industry. Your gift is, of course, reality deductible. Thank you 

again, and have a nice day. 

 Thank you for calling the CSU Automated Hearing Test Line. Prepare for Test 1. 

Is the following tone louder in your left ear or right ear? ... BEEP 

 Ha, Ha!  That was a good one!  Oh, hi! Thanks for calling to hear the joke of the 

day.  Here it is—how many callers does it take to fill up an answering machine?  

Leave a message at the beep and keep talking until you’re cut off for the answer. 

 Hello! This is 1-800-PRESLEY. Yes! 1-800-PRESLEY! They say the King died 

10 years ago, but we know he's still out there somewhere. So... Leave your name 

and number and tell us where YOU saw Elvis! 

 Hi, dudes, this is 229-3053, the Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles' secret underground 

hideaway. I'm afraid we're all out just now on a desperate mission to save the 

Planet from boring answering machine messages, but if you know what The 

Shredder has done to April O'Neill, or if you know where he is, or if you can 

think of a decent pizza recipe, just leave your name and number and we'll ring 

you right back. But don't say anything yet! Enemy agents may be listening. When 

the computer has checked they're not eavesdropping, it will make a bleeping noise 

and you can speak freely.  

 Sherwood Forest.  Leave your name and number after the sound of the arrow and 

we’ll stop by when you’re not around to give your stuff to the poor.    

 You are listening to 91.5 FM, KXQK. This is the Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation. I am your host, Fred, and I will be with you for the next 20 seconds. 

After that we'll play your requests. Leave yours with us, and we'll try to fit it in, 

given programming constraints. Thank you for listening to our show. 

 Next on Public Radio 91 we'll be hearing music of Antonin Dvorak. This is the 

Beep Serenade in C-Sharp Minor, Opus 72... 

 Thanks for calling Dial-A-Doctor.  None of our psychologists can come to the 

phone right now, so after the tone, please leave your name and number, then talk 

briefly about your childhood and tell us what comes to mind when you hear the 

following words: orange... mother... unicorn....We'll get back to you with a 

diagnosis as soon as possible. 

 [Horse voice, drawling] Well, thanks for callin’ the red barn on the hill.  The 

farmer’s out sloppin’ the hogs and pluckin’ the chickens, but us horses would be 

delighted if you’d leave your name, number, and of course a massage that doesn't 

rub us the wrong way... 

 You've reached the Arkham Asylum. All our operators are tied up right now, so if 

you leave a name, number, and a list of criminals, we'll tell the Dark Knight to get 

right back to you. 

 Thank you for calling Robert's House of Horrors. All of our customer service 

representatives are, er... busy servicing customers, so at the sound of the scream, 

leave your name, number, and a short description of whatever scares you the 

most… 

 Hello, this is the Computer Music Research Institute of Portland, Oregon. We 

can't take your call at the moment, but we would like you to leave a critique of 

one of our current works in progress. BEEP. 
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Mainly Musical Theme 

 [in Kip from Napolean Dynamite voice and song at end of movie] Id love to talk 

to you, but I have got some work to do, so leave your name and number too, and 

I’ll call back soon. 

 [To the tune of “Heartbreak Hotel” with appropriate music] I just left home, I’ll 

be out fer a spell, and if you don’t leave a message, you can go to…BEEP 

 [To the tune of “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana] Hello, Hello, Hello, Hello, 

Hello, Hello, No one’s here, No one’s home, Leave a message, At the tone. Don’t 

feel bad, It’s no big fuss, Leave a message, You can reach us. 

 [Rapping] I’m not here, so say goodbye, or leave a message, and I’ll reply. 

 This is the Metropolitan Opera Amateur Audition Hotline. After the tone, sing 

"Vesti la Giubba" and "La Donna e Mobile." 

 [Sung to the tune of "Ride of the Valkyries"] Leave me a message... leave me a 

message.... leave me a message... etc. 

 A rap: “We are the Thompsons, and we’re here to say, we are not-home to-day.  

Leave your name and your number too, and we’ll try to get back to you.” 

 [Rapping] “You’ve called our number, but we don’t care. If we did, we’d be 

there. So leave a message at the tone, and we’ll call you back, when you’re not 

home.” 

 [To the tune of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”] “We wish we were here to 

an-swer, we wish we were here to an-swer, we wish we were here to an-swer, but 

we’ll call you right back!  Please leave your name and num-ber too, and we’ll 

make sure that we get back to you!” 

 [To the tune of “Happy Birthday”] “Thank you much for calling/ but we aren’t 

home right now/If you’ll leave us a message/We’ll call you right back! 

 [Singing like Barney (the purple dinosaur) to the tune of “We’re a happy family”] 

“I’ll call you, ‘cause you called me. We’re the Johnson family. So leave your 

name and number at the tone. Sorry that we’re not at home.” 

 Twinkle, Twinkle little star, 

I bet you’re wondering where we are? 

Well, put your mouth up to the phone 

And leave us a message for when we get home. 

And if you make your message rhyme, 

We’ll call you back in half the time!!!!! 

 [Pink Floyd's "Nobody Home"] You have reached 587-8783. Please leave a 

message. ("Ohhhhhhhhh, dear... When I pick up the phone... There's still... 

Nobody home.") 

 [Jimmy Buffett's "This Hotel Room"] "I ain't home, I ain't home, you better leave a 

message 'cause I ain't home." 

  [tune of “God’s Not Dead”] “John’s not dead! He is surely alive! He’s living on 

the inside, listening to your message!” 

 [Whole family crowds around, including screaming babies and noisy pets; to the 

tune of “Frere Jacques”] “We’re not here now, We’re not here now, Don’t hang 

up, Don’t hang up, Leave your name and number, Leave your name and number, 

We’ll call back, We’ll call back.” 
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Family Fun 

 Hello, this is the Brown residence. We're in the middle of a family fight right 

now. Leave your name and number at the beep and whoever wins will call you 

right back. 

 Hey, we are kind of busy right now doing taxes, so leave a message and when we 

are done washing dishes, putting the kids to bed, and mowing the yard, we’ll call 

you back. 

 [Crying in the background] Hi, you’ve reached the phone of the Best Babysitter 

in the State.  I’m currently handling two sets of 2-year-old twins and a 6-month 

old baby (speaks aside) No, you can’t eat the pinecone, darling. (back to caller) 

I’ll have to reply to your message.  Don’t write on the wall, Sarah!  When I’m 

done here…Look Out! 

 This is Fred. We are not… excuse me a moment, please. Put that vase down. PUT 

THAT VASE DOWN! (Sound of window breaking.) Great! What a mess. I’ll 

have to get back to you later. 

 (Lots of background clatter) Hey…can’t come to the phone right now, I’m in the 

middle of making dinner…and washing the dishes…and putting the kids to 

bed…and grading homework…and… *BEEP* 

 [You need to have 3 or 4 people in your family to do this one] “Hello, (person #1) 

is at first, (person #2) is at second, (person #3) is at short stop, and (person #4) is 

at 3rd. But no one is at home. so leave a message.” [Or, if you have just 3 people, 

you can exclude shortstop and just go 1st, 2nd, and 3rd] 

 Hey, can you hold on for a min.? (make noise in background like yelling or 

something) Hold on…I will be there in one sec…..(more yelling make a noise like 

you put down your phone)…….beep 

 Steve: Hello. Steve and Matt aren't here right now, but if... 

Matt: Steve, what are you doing? 

Steve: I'm leaving a phone message since we aren't here. 

Matt: But you left the last one—it's my turn. 

Steve: No, I'm sure it's my turn. 

Matt: No, you're wrong. It's definitely my turn. 

Steve: Absolutely not, I know it's... Wait... Matt... What are you doing with that 

frying pan? (BONK... THUD) 

Matt: Steve is out right now, so please leave your name and number. 

 1: Hi, you've reached Bob and Faisal's room. 

2: (Background) What are you doing? 

1: I'm recording an answering machine message. 

2: But we're here right now. 

1: But we might not be here later. 

2: Oh. (To phone) Leave a message. 

 [get a child for this one] Umm.. umm. um.. this is umm.. my phone and umm… 

she’s not umm.. here.. and umm.. umm.. huh? oh, umm.. leave a um, message. 

*sudden silence* 

 Hi, you’ve reached the Taylor’s silent number, leave a silent message and they’ll 

silently send you a reply. 
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 Hi, I’m home right now, but I don’t feel much like getting the phone right now, so 

just keep talking while I decide if I should pick up….. 

 Hi!! You've reached Ronald’s Room.  Let me see if I can come to the 

phone…Nope, I’m really busy.  You’ll have to leave a message, and I’ll tell 

myself to get back to you as soon as I’m done.  Thanks. 

 Oh, I’m so glad you called.  I just can’t get to sleep tonight.  At the sound of the 

beep, leave a really soothing message, and I’ll return your call in the morning. 

 Hello, you've reached Jim and Sonya. We can't pick up the phone right now, 

because we're doing something we really enjoy. Sonya likes doing it up and 

down, and I like doing it left to right. So leave a message, and when we're done 

brushing our teeth, we'll get back to you. 

 Hello, you have reached the Driscoll family and we can not come to the phone 

right now. Please leave your name, phone number, short message, social security 

number, and credit card number and we will call you when we’re done shopping. 

 Sorry, Chris and Susan aren’t here right now. Please leave your name and number 

after the tone. If you are calling regarding an outstanding debt, please leave your 

message BEFORE the tone. 

 
Can't Answer Right Now Because... 

 Dear Caller: As I'm leaving you this message, the sun is shining for a change. 

Little children are digging up my garden outside, birds are singing as they eat my 

freshly planted seeds, and the weeds are growing like…weeds.  So, did you really 

think I was going to stay inside?  Please leave a message for when it rains. 

 This is Chris. John and Mike aren't here right now, but if you leave a message, 

they'll get back to you as soon as they can. 

 I just got a car phone. I'm not here at the moment. Leave me a message and I'll 

call you when I'm out. 

 Greetings and Salutations, I’m out reconstructing a quantum fluctuating tone 

gauge, so please leave your memorandum after the 2600hz tone and I’ll revisit my 

correspondences and dispatch a response shortly. 

 I’m sorry, I’ve been trying to break the record for “the most calls missed.” If it’s a 

emergency or you’re dying or something, please hold on until the record is 

broken. And I will call you back. 

 [exhausted and breathy] HI……I just finished…running….a marathon, and 

I…can’t find my…..phone right….now.  Just leave a message…after the 

pant…and I’ll get…back to you…when I recover. 

 Yo. I ain't here at the moment. Leave a message at that silly beep and I'll get 

back... (Sniff, sniff...) Hey, what are you cooking? It smells good. 

 You’ve reached the cell phone of Julie Richards.  I’m not answering since I’m 

probably driving, so if you wish to help me reach my destination safely, leave a 

message.  Otherwise, keep calling until I pick up. 

 None of our staff is authorized to speak with you except for Fred, who is not here 

right now. Please leave your name phone number and a brief message at the tone. 

Thank you for calling and have a nice day. 

 Since I’m not answering, I’m probably in jail again, so can you come bail me out 

before you leave your message? 
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 Can’t take your call, I’m hiding from the men in white coats. We’ve been playing 

hide’n'seek for weeks, and they still haven’t found me! Tee Hee Hee! Leave a 

message? 

 I wasn’t home yesterday, I’m obviously not at home today, and I might not be 

home tomorrow. So please leave a message after the tone and prepare to wait.  It 

may be a long time. 

 Hi, I’m not here, so leave a message, cause that’s what it’s there for!!! 

 Hi, I’m home right now, but leave a message anyway, because it would be a waste 

not to use this nice answering machine. 

 Dave and Joan are so much better, and that’s why they’re not here. All I can say is 

leave me a message. 

 Concatenation of events preclude our coming to the phone. Please speak freely, 

with magniloquence upon occasion of the tone. 

 Hello, this is Jason’s voice. Jason’s not here right now — hey, haven’t you ever 

lost YOUR voice? Well, believe me, when I find him again, I’ll have a few choice 

words for him. If you do too, leave them after the beep. 

 (Noble, aristocratic voice) Hello, and welcome to an Answering Machine of the 

Rich and Famous! Sam can't come to the phone right now because he's spending 

the month in his beautiful summer home on the French Riviera.  However, one 

million dollars COULD be yours, IF you leave your name, telephone number, and 

the reason WHY you want to join the ranks of The Rich and Famous! If this is 

Ross Perot, Bill Gates, Michael Jordan, Phil Night, or Princess Diana, just leave 

your VISA number and expiration date, and we will definitely get back to you! 

 Leave us a lengthy message after the rich tones of the symphony, and one of our 

butlers will call you back. 

 (Automatic gunfire, explosions, rockets, jets; agitated voice) I'm pinned down and 

can't come to the phone right now, and Bob's handling supporting fire! Leave 

your name and number, and a message! We'll get back to you as soon... FIRE IN 

THE HOLE! (BOOM!) We'll get back to you as soon as the air cover arrives! 

 (Frantic violin music) Hello. You have reached 435-3949. We are currently 

unable to answer because we are either chasing, or being chased by, bats. Please 

leave a message. 

 You have reached 843-4734. Please hold while I process your call. (Pause.) Our 

extremely sophisticated computer system performed a trace on your number and 

was able to match it with our list of important callers.  You may now leave a 

message. 

 I can't come to the phone now because I’m currently being cloned.  Leave a 

message anyway, and after my clones are completed, one of them will get back to 

you. 

 [In Western drawl] YeeHaw!  This is Jane.  I can’t come to the phone now ‘cause 

I’m at WalMart riding the pink pony, so leave me a message and I’ll call you back 

when I run out of quarters! 

 Dude, sorry, I’m like totally busy, so leave one and I’ll totally get back to you 

when I totally feel like it.  Awesome! 

 I would answer the phone if I could, but obviously I can’t, so leave a message and 

I’ll call you back when I obviously can! 
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 If this were the best of all possible worlds, I could come to the phone right now, 

but I can't, so if you could leave your name and number... 

 Hi, this is Jim. Sorry I can't take your call but I'm playing my guitar too loud to 

hear the phone ring. Please leave me a message and I'll call you back at the end of 

Van Halen-1. 

 [Theme from "Raiders of the Lost Ark" in the background] You've reached the 

residence of John and Tom. We can't come to the phone right now, because we're 

cleaning the refrigerator. Please leave your name and number, and we'll get back 

to you. 

 Hi! I can't answer the phone right now. Bob (that's my pet rattlesnake) just went 

missing from his cage.  He hasn’t been de-venomized, so I've got to call pet 

control.  Wait, I think I just saw a tail disappear under the couch.  I’ve got to go. 

 Hi, you’ve reached the home of the Smiths, also known as secret agents 007.  If 

you get this machine instead of us, we are probably saving the world.  No need to 

leave a message, because this tape will self-destruct in 5…4…3…2…1…  

 Hello, I'm not here right now. In fact, I'm out getting a new parakeet. If you leave 

a message after the beep, I'll be sure to get back to you. Oh, and by the way, a 

word of advice; never try to clean a parakeet cage with a vacuum cleaner. 

 I can't come to the phone right now because I'm down in the basement printing up 

a fresh new batch of twenty dollar bills. If you need any money, or if you just 

want to check out my handiwork, please leave your name, number, and how much 

cash you need after the tone. If you're from the Department of the Treasury, 

please ignore this message. 

 Hi. This is John. If you are the phone company, I already sent the money. If you 

are my parents, please send money. If you are my financial aid institution, you 

didn't lend me enough money. If you are my friends, you owe me money. If you 

are my wife, don't worry, I have plenty of money. 

 We can't get to the phone right now because we are dead right now. Tragic, isn't 

it? But, leave a message anyway, someone is sure to get it eventually. 

 Hi. This is David. I've shut the ringers off on my phones and taken a sedative. As 

soon as I finish this recording I'm going to bed indefinitely. When I wake up I'll 

play my messages. Please leave one. 

 [Narrator's voice] There Dale sits, reading a magazine. Suddenly the telephone 

rings! The living room explodes into a veritable maelstrom of newspaper and 

television remotes, with Dale in the middle of it, his legs windmilling at 

incredible speeds! Will he make it in time? Alas no, his valiant effort is in vain. 

The bell hath sounded. Thou must leave a message. 

 We're not in, ‘cause we're out treasure-hunting! Leave a message and we'll call 

you back and tell you what we got. 

 [Theme music and voice from Alfred Hitchcock Presents] Good evening. I'm 

sorry, but Steve can't come to the phone now, as he's quite tied up. (Sounds of 

struggle in background, and voice heard through a gag.) I should know. I tied him 

up. But leave your name and number, and he'll return your call if he manages to 

get free. And speaking of things that are not free, we now have this word from our 

sponsor... 
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 Hi. I'm probably home, I'm just avoiding someone I don't like. Leave me a 

message, and if I don't call back, it's you. 

 Hi there. This is Joe speaking. I'm home right now, and in a moment, I'll have a 

decision to make. Leave your name and number and I'll be thinking about it... 

 Bob here. I'm home right now, I'm just screening my calls. So start talking and if 

you're someone I want to speak with I'll pick up the phone. Otherwise, well, what 

can I say? 

 Hello. All of our operators are busy right now, but if you'll leave your name, 

telephone number, a brief message, and the time you called, we'll get back to you 

as soon as possible. Thank you and have a pleasant day. [This can dissuade prank 

and sales callers who don't know it's really a private line.] 

 I can't come to the phone now because I have amnesia and I feel stupid talking to 

people I don't remember. I'd appreciate it if you could help me out by leaving my 

name and telling me something about myself. Thanks. 

 Hello. I'm home right now but cannot find the phone. Please leave a message and 

I will call you back as soon as I find it. 

 Hello, you have reached the Brown’s residence; we cannot reach the phone right 

now, so please leave a message after the beep. 

 
You're in Big Trouble 

 Hey, watta ya want?  I don’t take lightly to those who disturb my hunting trips.  

When I’ve packed up this deer and reloaded my gun, I'll be sure to give you a call. 

If I haven't ALREADY COME OVER, that is. 

 Leave a message or I'll send 30,000 volts through your phone. I am an electrical 

engineer. I can do that. 

 This is Dan Cassidy's answering machine. Please leave your name and number, 

and after I've doctored the tape, your message will implicate you in a federal 

crime and be brought to the attention of the FBI. 

 You have reached the CPX-2000 Voice Blackmail System. Your voice patterns 

are now being digitally encoded and stored for later use. Once this is done, our 

computers will be able to use the sound of YOUR voice for literally thousands of 

illegal and immoral purposes. There is no charge for this initial consultation. 

However our staff of professional extortionists will contact you in the near future 

to further explain the benefits of our service, and to arrange for your schedule of 

payment. Remember to speak clearly at the sound of the tone. Thank you. 

 Please leave a message. However, you have the right to remain silent. Everything 

you say will be recorded and will be used by us. 

 Shhh! Don't talk, just listen! Meet me at the corner of Broad and Main and bring 

the kid. (CLICK) 

 After the tone, leave your name, number, and tell where you left the money. I'll 

get back to you as soon as it's safe for you to come out of hiding. 

 Hi, this is Jim. Welcome to my Fun Phone Line, where you can talk to my 

answering machine for only $0.95 per minute! Please leave your credit card 

number at the tone... 
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 Your mission, should you choose to accept it, it to leave your name, number, and 

a brief message after the beep.  By accepting this mission, you accept all liability 

in the case of physical or mental damage.  With that said…have fun! 

 
Befuddle the Caller 

 (Play a busy signal) 

 Hello, this is David. I don't live here, so if you were trying to call me, you've 

dialed the wrong number. On the other hand, if you were trying to call John, Jim, 

or Eric, please leave your name and number at the tone. I don't guarantee that one 

of them will call you back—only that I won't. 

 Vancouver Coast Guard, may I help you? [Caller thinks they dialed long 

distance.] 

 Hi. I’m not here… I don’t think…am I?… No…I guess not… well, I guess that 

you should leave me a message…yeah…thanks…bye 

 Hello..? Hello..!? HELLO!?? Hehe… just kidding! I’m not here right now, but if 

you’ll leave a message after the beep, I’ll get back to ya…. beep. Haha, just 

kidding, that wasn’t the real beep, here’s the REAL beep… beep…. HaHA! I got 

you again! Haha, this is the real beep! … why don’t you trust me? Look, the real 

beep is coming!  Come on, this is the real thing!...beep. 

 Hello, watsup? Hold a sec, (yelling) “Peter, you have a phone call!” (in the 

backround: “tell him to call me back.”)  Hello? He can’t speak to you right now.  

Bye! (click) 

 Hey, like leave a message, or something, or don’t, I don’t care. Wait, hold on, I 

think I’m getting another call. BEEEP, Hello? Hello? Huh?...BEEEP. 

 [Loud music playing in background] Hello?...HELLO?? wait…(start yelling) I 

can’t hear you!!! WHAT?!?!?! 

 Hello….Hello? I can’t hear you.  Can you speak louder? Hahaha! Gotcha! Leave 

me a message at the beep. 

 Hello… ya hold on just a sec… Just Kidding!! We’re not home now but you can 

just leave a message! 

 Hey, It’s David.  Are you sure I told you to call….Wait, who are you 

again…wait…aren’t you the one that…well…[upset] NEVERMIND, JUST 

LEAVE A MESSAGE! 

 “Hey, guess who this is? You guessed it. Guess what you have to do now? You 

guessed it. Guess what’s next? You guessed it…” 

 (Beep…….Beep………Beep……….Beep……….Beep………Beep……….etc.) 

 Hello, you have reached the automated answering service for Thomas.  Your 

message will be answered in the order in which it was received.  You are caller 

6,724, please hold, your message is important to me.  Approximate wait time is 54 

minutes. 

 “Advanced Auto Parts, this is Jeff—just joking, it’s Jeffrey.  Leave a message.” 

 Hello? (short pause) Hellooo? (Waits again) Helloooo – Who is this?  

Hellooo….Hellloooo, well if you won’t talk to me, maybe you’ll talk to this 

machine, it’s at home and I’m not, leave a message and it’ll give it to me when I 

return. 
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 Hello? [Pause] Oh hey!  What’s up? [Pause]  That’s cool!  Guess what? [Pause] 

I’m not here right now, so leave a message, and I’ll call you back! 

 Hello, this is Ron. I'm not home right now, but I can take a message. Hang on a 

second while I get a pencil. [Open a drawer and shuffle stuff around.] OK, what 

would you like me to tell me? 

 [Similar to phone company]  We're sorry, but the number you dialed is 

disconnected, no longer in service, or ignoring somebody.  Please try again. 

 The number you have reached, 226-0477, has been changed. The new number is 

226-0477. [Same number] Please make a note of it and redial the new number. 

 The party you dialed is not available. Your call is being diverted to an alternate 

number. Please stand by... (Ring...) The number you dialed must be dialed by 

your 0 operator. (Click, beep, dial tone…answering machine message) 

 Hello. [Pause] Hello? [Pause] Hello! [Pause] No, it doesn't look as if I'm in right 

now. Maybe you should leave a message or call me back later. 

 “Hello? …Hello? …Hellooo? I’m sorry, you’re gonna have to speak 

up, I can’t hear you… That’s ‘cuz I’m not home! Leave a message. 

BEEP.” 

  [Yell] Creamed asparagus! 

 Hello, you have reached Dial-An-Unpopular-Luncheon-Meat.  I am pimento loaf, 

leave me a message. 

 All our answering machines are busy. Please hold. [Long Pause] All our 

answering machines are... (CLICK) This is the answering machine of... 

 This is Jeff, you're not in now, so I'll leave a message. 

 Hi, can I speak to Mark?... Oh, there isn't?... I'm sorry, I must have dialed the 

wrong number. 

 Wrong number? No sweat, I was going to pick up the phone anyway. 

 You've reached Mike and Nancy's answering machine. They're not home right 

now. At least, I don't think they are. Hang on. [Voice moves away from recording 

microphone] Mike? Nancy? [Voices reply “yes?”] Nope, they're not here, so at 

the beep... 

 This is Anthony. Leave me a message at the beep. (beep) Whoops, I bet you 

couldn't hear that. Lemme try again. (Beep) Nuts, once more, with feeling... 

 We're sorry. You have reached an imaginary number. Please rotate your phone 90 

degrees and try again. 

 Sleepily: “Hello?”  [Pause]  “Hello?”  [Pause.]  Sounding slightly irritated and 

still sleepy: “You’re going to have to speak louder, I can’t hear you.”  No longer 

tired, suddenly wide-awake: “OH!  It’s YOU!  Well, I’m so sorry, but this is just a 

message.  Leave your name and number after the beep, and I’ll try to get back to 

you as soon as I can.  Bye!” 

 Hi, you've reached 340-2359. We're not peeb eht retfa egassem ruoy evael esaelp 

os, won thgir emoh. gnillac rof uoy knaht. 

 Hello, we’re not home right now… Hello? 

 Oh, hey, what’s up?……..Oh hey, can you hold on for a minute? [long pause] (the 

beep). 

 Hello? (pause for a second)… Oh hey, how are ya? *Beep* 
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 [Deadpan voice] Hi, This is Dave. Please leave a message as soon as possible and 

I’ll get back to you at the sound of the tone. 

 [Sound like you are leaving a message] Hi, this is Christopher Shelley.  I don’t 

know where you are, but give me a call when you get a chance. My number is 

555.5555. 

 Hi!  If you’re listening to this, then it’s already too late.  I’m sorry. 

 I can’t come to the phone now, so if, well, actually, I CAN come to the phone 

now, I mean, like, I’m at the phone NOW, recording this message, but I’m doing 

this NOW, while you’re listening to it LATER, except for you I guess it’s NOW, 

like, when you’re listening to it…I mean, like, wait, oh dear. This is so confusing. 

 
Other Play With the Caller 

 OK, one more time... This is our answering machine... This is the message on our 

answering machine... Any questions? 

 This is you-know-who.  We are you-know-where.  Leave your you-know-what 

after the you-know-what, and I’ll get back to you you-know-when. 

 Hello…….Oh, I knew you were gonna call……(hahaha)….Nah, I’m just kidding.  

I can’t come to the phone right now, so leave your message and I’ll get back to 

you when I feel like it. 

 Knock, knock. (Pause) [Caller thinks, "Who's there?"] Wait, isn't that my 

question? (Pause) Please leave a message... 

 (Classical music) This is our answering machine. (Switch to heavy metal racket) 

This is our answering machine gone crazy. (Silence...) Any message? 

 Thank you for reaching out to us. Nobody is home now. However, if you leave a 

message, we'll reach out and touch you. 

 You must be this tall to leave a message. 

 Hey. We’re not here at the moment, but you know what to do, how to do it, and 

when to do it… so DO IT!  

 Hello.  You have reached a randomly selected answering machine designed to 

prevent you from knowing what person or household you have reached.  After 

you leave a message, a randomly selected person will answer your call.  With any 

luck, it will be the person you intended to reach.  Have a lucky day. 

 [Wait a few seconds]…. HEY!!! Haven’t heard from you in a long time!…. how 

ya been? Good, good.  Same here….. hey, listen, sorry to talk while you are 

speaking….. but I’m away right now, so leave a message. Ok, bye. 

 Hello, this is your local zoo. Do you like animals? We are experiencing severe 

problems with hot water. Would you be so kind as to allow us to bring our 

elephants over to your bathroom for a shower? Leave your answer after the 

trumpet. [The most common response: "Well, sure, but my neighbor's bathroom is 

bigger and better equipped to handle elephants."] 

 Hi, I’m not here right now—I mean, I’m here right now, but I’m recording 

because I might not be here later, I mean now but later, like after I record the 

message, I mean I’m recording the message now, but after it’s recorded, you 

might call, I mean, if your calling now, then I already recorded the…beep! 

 This answering machine message is for all you psychics out there... (Long 

silence...) BEEP 
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 Andy Warhol said that one day everyone will be famous for 15 minutes. Well, 

your 15 minutes was last week, but since you weren't ready, we gave it to Jedd 

Michaels. Sorry. 

 Hello!…Hello!!?…Speak up, I cant hear you!!!!?….Oh, well, this is just an 

answering machine message, so leave your message after the tone!!! 

 
Surprise! 

 CONGRATULATIONS!! You are the Hendrickson’s 1 millionth caller, and have 

the opportunity to be entered in a drawing for a fabulous call back! To enter the 

contest, you must answer the following questions: Your Name, Your Number, and 

why you called. 

 Hi, this is the Richards Rewards Hotline.  Once you leave your name and number, 

you have been automatically entered in our daily jackpot! 1st prize is $1 million,  

AND the 2nd prize winner gets a call back! Leave a message telling us what you 

would do with the first prize.  Good Luck! 

 [Annoying radio announcer's voice] Congratulations! You have reached 555-

1234, perhaps one of the most obnoxious answering machine messages in the 

greater Seattle area! If you don't know who you are dialing, HA! If you DO know 

who you are dialing, you were probably expecting something like this! 

 I'm writing the definitive work on pain. I would like you to tell me how this 

machine makes you feel. Remember, be honest. This is for posterity. 

 Random fact number 10: The first manned mission to Jupiter will be crewed by 

the Smiths. Random fact number 64: Dairy Queen discovered cold temperature 

fusion before the scientists in Utah. Random fact number 36: Bren's not here and 

he wants you leave a message. Random fact number 22: Bismarck is the capital of 

North Dakota. 

 Hello, this is KVKE, you're on the air. 

 This is Dr. Ruth, Family Moments, you're on the air... 

 KTLA! You’re on the air! 

 Hello, you're caller number nine!  Tell our listeners your answer to the question. 

 
Science Fiction 

 Bridge, Kirk here. 

 Starship Enterprise, Uhura here, can you hold please? -- Captain, there is a 

transmission coming in on hailing frequency seven, do you want it on screen? 

 (Star Trek theme in the background) 

(Voice 1) Room 17, the final frontier. 

(Voice 2) These are the messages of Chad's answering machine. Its two semester 

mission: To seek out your name and your telephone number. 

(Voice 3) To boldly inform you to wait for the tone. 

 We are in charge.  Resistance is futile.  You will be assimilated.  But we're not 

home right now. So leave a message at the tone, and we'll assimilate you later. 

 Hello, you've reached 344-1312, the Apartment at the End of the Universe. Please 

leave your message, name and number at the sound of the tone. Keep your hands, 

feet, and head inside the car at all times. Enjoy your ride. 

 [Darth Vader voice] Speak! Or forever hold your peace! 
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 Alpha Centauri Space Station. Commander Marlin can't come to the phone right 

now. He's either saving the universe from some dread, unnamed peril, or perhaps 

taking a nap. Leave your name and number after the beep and he will return your 

call.  

 Steve has been captured by a flying saucer and can’t come to the phone right now, 

but if you leave your name, phone number, and a message, I’ll have him call you 

back as soon as he gets away. Read all about it in next week’s National Enquirer. 

 We kids are hastily reassembling a broken vase and can’t come to the phone right 

now, but if you leave your name… 

 (Loud sounds of a massive battle; calm voice) Hello! Due to the breakdown in the 

452nd truce, the inhabitants of village 286-3589 are cowering in their bomb 

shelters. However, if you leave your name, number, and a message, any survivors 

will get back to you when the 453rd truce begins. 

 A bubble in the space-time continuum has connected your line to a channel in the 

23rd century. Any message you leave will be broadcast into the future. 

 You have reached the offices of the planet Zarton. All our agents are busy 

undermining the governments of the Earth and cannot come to phone at the 

moment. However, your name and number can be left at the tone and a 

representative will gladly contact you shortly to arrange for your assimilation into 

the new order. Long groblint the ultimate blenstron. 

 Hello, this is Jim. Unfortunately I can't answer the phone right now because I've 

just come back from the Mirror Worlds and I'm still made up of antimatter, so if I 

were to pick up the phone right now, the resulting energy release would make 

Hiroshima look like a wet firecracker. So leave a message at the tone and I'll get 

back to you as soon as my component particles have been restored to their normal 

charges. 

 Hi, you have just contacted outer space; the Barnes are busily holding their breath 

and can’t float over to the telephone right now.  All you have to do is leave your 

message without taking a breath, and they’ll get back to you when the next space 

shuttle returns to earth.  

 
Brevity 

 [Like a sheep] Baaaaaaa. 

 I'm gone. 

 Hey, thanks for calling.  It’s always great to talk with you.  Bye! 

 Hi. Now you say something. 

 [Klingon voice] ANSWERING MACHINE. SPEAK. 

 This is David. Talk to me. Say something. Please. 

 You have reached 555-6238. Why? 

 You have reached 234-1243. This is an answering machine. This is 2014. You 

know what to do. 

 You have reached the number you have dialed. Please leave a message after the 

beep. 

 This is a boring answering machine message. Leave a message anyway. [Useful 

to keep people from calling at odd hours to hear your latest exciting message.] 

 You got me, now I want you to leave a message. 
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 "I'll pick up if you're quick.  Times up." 

 Absolutely great stuff, Y’all take care now, you hear? BEEP  

 "Would you say something?  I can't read minds." 

 How are you? 

 You’ve got me, now you know what to do. 

 mmmmm…just testing. 

 You’ve got the machine, you know the routine, so leave a message after the beep! 

 Don’t you think this is getting old? Just leave the message.  

 
Miscellaneous 

 This is 234-3249, and no, it's not Pete's Pizzeria. It's not the Credit Union either, 

and no one named Pam lives here. You can leave a message though. 

 [Note the spelling in this one!] After the tone, please leave a massage—my 

shoulders really could use it, and... What? You're only supposed to leave a 

MESSAGE?  Bother.... 

 [A friend was at Kathy’s house, and Kathy left the room, he changed her 

answering machine message. In a loud, deep, gravelly, voice he recorded the 

following] Hi, this is Kathy. I'm not myself right now. If you leave your name and 

number, I'll get back to you when I'm feeling better. 

 Hi, this is Jackie, it hurts me inside to know I missed your call…OUCH. Leave 

your painful message after the beep. 

 Hi, This is Jenny. Press 1 if you are going to ask me out, 2 if you want to 

apologize for something, 3 if you just called to say I am a princess, and 4 if you 

are going to say something else. (Will be automatically deleted!) Thanks. 

 [excited and upbeat] Awesome, like WOW, like we are not here right now! So 

leave a message at the tone and we’ll get back to you! WOO-HOO! 

 [Like a cheerleader] “Rah, Rah, Hish-Boom-Bah! Leeeeave a message!” 

 
Farewell 

 These words are lovely, dark, and deep, 

But I've got promises to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

So leave a message at the beep. 

 Now I lay me down to sleep; 

Leave a message at the beep. 

If I should die before I wake, 

remember to erase the tape. 

 
Normal 

 “Hi, I’m not home right now, but if you leave your name and number after the 

beep, I will get back to you as soon as I can.” 

 “You’ve reached 607-235-7776, the phone of the Arnolds.  We’re sorry we can’t 

answer the phone right now, but if you will leave your name and number, we will 

get back to you as soon as I can. 

 "Hi, this is George. I'm sorry I can't answer the phone right now. Leave a 

message, and then wait by your phone until I call you back."  
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 Please leave a message. 

 This is Arnold.  If you take the time to leave me a message, I’ll take the time to 

call you back! 

 
Poetic 

 Roses are red 

Some willows weep, 

Please leave your message 

After the beep. 

  [For Shakespeare lovers only] 

So long as phones can ring and eyes can see, 

So leave a message, and I'll get back to thee. 

 I’m not here to talk to you, 

Because I’m currently fast asleep. 

Just leave your name and number 

At the sound of the... 

 Roses are red, violets are blue, 

Sugar is sweet, and so are you 

We all are in bed, counting our sheep, 

But leave your name, number, and message after the beep. 

Our pillows are soft and made of fine cotton, 

We might call you back, if we haven’t forgotten. 

 We might be in, we might be out, 

But leave a message and you might find out! 

 Me no here. Me go bye. Leave me message. Me reply. 

 Caller, Caller, go away.  Call again another day. 

 Hey, it’s Stephen— 

Sorry you can’t get through 

Leave your name and your number 

And I’ll get back to you. 

 Sorry we’re not here 

to lend an ear, 

So leave a word, 

And you’ll be heard. 

 The spring has sprung, the day is bliss, but no ne knows where Stanley is. 

 I know you can rap, I know you can sing. But if you can’t, don’t tell me a thing.  

Leave one on my phone, you know what to say. I will call you back, Prob’ly later 

today. And if you can make your little message rhyme, I’ll call you back, in half 

of the time. 

 This is Ryan. Not at the phone. Leave a message. After the tone 

 Talk to the phone, the face ain’t home, please leave a message, after the tone. 

 
Do Not Disturb 

 “If you are a salesperson, please hang up now.  If you are unfriendly, please hang 

up now.  If you have nothing important to say, please hang up now.  If you are 

still on the phone, please hang up now.” 



 26 

 Hi, we aren’t in at the moment.  If you are trying to sell us something, please start 

speaking now and hang up at the beep.  Otherwise, start speaking at the beep and 

hang up when you’ve finished. 

 Hi, you’ve reached the home of George Ledec. If you are calling to collect a 

student loan, credit card debt, or other obligation, please press 1 and hang up now. 

If you are selling any product or service, or requesting charitable donations, 

please press 2 and hang up now. Otherwise, press 3 and leave your message now. 

Pressing 3 is optional. 

 Well, I’m not going to tell you my name, since you called me, and I’m not going 

to tell you to leave a message and all that, since you should know to do that. I’m 

also not going to say I’ll call you back, because maybe I won’t. So just get it over 

with. Good-bye. 

 Hello, we are unable to come to the phone right now. Please leave your name and 

number unless of course you are a salesman or trying to solicit money. 

 “Hi, I’m not home right now.  I do not need new aluminum siding, more 

insurance or a new long-distance service, and I don’t want to switch cable TV 

providers.  If you’re still with me, leave your name and number, and I will get 

back to you.” 

 [Rhyming] Go away, leave me alone, please leave a message, after the tone. 

 Already know who you are and why you’ve called, please hang up and afterwards 

we’ll tell each other everything. 

 Hi. If you are a burglar checking to see if anyone is home, then we’re probably at 

home cleaning our weapons right now and can’t come to the phone. Otherwise, 

we probably aren’t at home and it’s safe to leave us a message. 

 If you’re a bill collector, we sent the money.  If you’re a telemarketer, this call is 

gonna cost you money.  If you’re our parents, send some money.  If you’re our 

friends, you owe us money. 

 You've reached 737-0275. At the sound of the tone, telephone solicitors will be 

shot.  Anybody else, leave a message. 

 If you are hearing this tape, then I’m not here now. Please leave your name, 

number, date of birth, address, social security number, age, height, weight, 

number of children, your mother’s maiden name, and the date and time when you 

called me. If you are still listening, then whatever you have to say must be very 

important. Please leave a message after the beep. 

 “If you’re a Telemarketer, I’m not interested. And since this the Psychic Hotline, 

you should already know. -”BEEP”- 

 This is Scott, and if you have reached this message, I’m apparently unavailable.  

You see, I’ve made a few changes in my life and if by any chance I don’t return 

your call, then you are one of those changes.  Have a blessed day, bye! 

 "Hi.  I'm screening my calls right now because there are some people I don't want 

to talk to.  So, leave a message after the beep and I'll get back to you as long as 

you're not one of them." 

 Hi, we have everything we need and we spent all of our money getting it,  

so if you want to sell something or need money, you'd better call someone else. 

 
Deep thinking 
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 [Classical music in background, slow stoned voice] Don't you ever wonder what 

life would be like? ... 

 "You're growing tired. Your eyelids are getting heavy. You feel very sleepy now. 

You are gradually losing your willpower and your ability to resist suggestions. 

When you hear the tone you will feel helplessly compelled to leave your name, 

number, and a message."  

 Hi. Do you ever feel, like, your head is full of sand, not your regular loose sand, 

mind you, but compacted sand, and there were like, I dunno, bugs or something 

jumping up and down on the compacted sand? Well, sometimes I do. Bye. 

 Hey guys. Leave me a message and I’ll leave you with an abstract thought. Is a 

penguin a bird or a duck?  

 I don't want to bore you with metaphysics, but how do you know this is an 

answering machine? Maybe it's a dream, or maybe it's an illusion, or maybe YOU 

don't really exist. One way to find out is to leave a message, and if it's reality, I 

will call you back. 

 
Criminal Activity 

 The machine answering this message is connected to a 5000 volt power supply, 

and a relay which is wired to this small kitten. (Sound of a kitten meowing.) If 

you hang up before you leave a message, it will complete the circuit and fry the 

kitty. The choice is YOURS! 

 Hi, you’ve reached Jim and Susy…sorry were not here right now [in the 

background: “Let me out of here!”], so if you’ll leave you name and number, we 

will try to get back to you as soon as possible [in the background; “LET ME 

GO!!!”] Thanks, and have a super spiffy day! 

 You have reached Veronica’s Voice mailbox.  My cell phone company charges 

me money for all these messages you leave me, so I’m now charging you $125 

per hour.  Please begin your message with your MasterCard or Visa number, card 

type, and date of expiration so I can prepare the bill as soon as possible. I'll get 

back to you pending credit approval. 

 Hi, this is Ed. I’m secretly replacing Jane and Bob with dark sparkling Folger’s 

Crystals. Leave your name, number, and a brief message and they’ll call you back 

when they’re nice and percolated. See if you can tell the difference. 

 After the tone, leave your name, number, and the location where you hid the 

money. I'll get back to you as soon as it's safe for you. 

 [Lots of phone pick-up noise] Hi, I'm a burglar and I was just about to steal Troy's 

answering machine. If you give me your name and number, I'll... Uh, I'll post it on 

the fridge where he'll see it. Oh, but I’m taking that, too…By the way, where did 

you say you live? 

 You have reached the phone of Tim Banks. Leave your name, phone number, 

address, Social Security number, credit card number and its expiration date, your 

weight, eye color, height, gender, and date of Birth.  I’ll get back to you if I need 

anything else.” 

 [Thug voice] Uh, hello, Mike and Brian aren’t here right now. They’ve been 

kidnapped! So at the beep, leave your name, your number, your message, and ten 

thousand dollars in a brown paper bag. 



 28 

 This is Alan. Leave me a message and tell me what I can do to… I mean, do FOR 

you. 

 
Death and Spiritual Considerations 

 I'm only here in spirit at the moment, but if you'll leave your name and number, I 

will get back to you as soon as I'm here in person. 

 I don't exist at the moment, but if you leave your message, name and number, I'll 

call you back when I am... 

 Being reincarnated as an answering machine is the pits. Keep your karma clean by 

leaving your name, number, message, and the time that you called. 

 Tim's dead! And who knows where Lisa is! Fortunately, resurrections and divine 

revelations do tend to occur from time to time, so leave a message and we'll let 

you know when the next miracle occurs. 

 Hello, this is the executioner. Joe can't come to the phone right now 

because…well…he’s preoccupied.  Leave a name and number and IF the judge 

decides to pardon him, he'll call you back. 

 Hello, epicenter of the Universe, God speaking. If you leave your name, number, 

and prayer after the tone, I will call you back as soon as I can. Please note that I 

answer all prayers, but sometimes the answer is NO. Bless you, my child, and 

have a nice day. 

 Hello, this is Death. I am not in right now, but if you leave your name and 

number, I'll be right with you. 

 [In a bored voice] Heaven, God speaking... 

 Hi, you’ve reached Timothy’s cell. We’re holding his personal possessions until 

his turn at the Judgment Seat is done.  You can leave a message, but it probably 

won’t get through to him.  If he’s assigned a mansion in Heaven, he’ll won’t be 

needing a phone, and if he heads downstairs, we are required to burn his 

belongings.  You can try anyway. 

 [Sinister organ music] Hello, you have reached the Brown residence. You now 

have two choices. Number one, you may leave a message. (Angelic “Hallelujah!”) 

Or number two, suffer the eternal consequences. (Horrid death scream.) You 

decide. 

 "Look, I've had a really bad day.  Yesterday too.  And tomorrow doesn't look 

nearly as good.  But, uh, if you want, go ahead and say a few words after the 

gunshot." 

 Hi, you’ve reached Phil, the greatest psychic in the world. Since I already know 

who you are and why you’ve called, at the sound of the beep, you can just hang 

up. Thank you for calling. 

 Hi. You’ve reached the psychic line. After the tone I predict you will speak. But if 

you don’t you will….BEEP  

 Ask not for whom the bell tolls… 

 Thank you for calling the Confessional Hotline. Father Durway’s not here right 

now, but if you’ll leave your name, number, and confession at the tone, he’ll get 

back to you with absolution as soon as possible. 

 Thank you for calling the Metropolitan Church of the Holy Bible. Today’s 

commandment is Number 6, Thou shalt not… er… Bear a… er… Shalt not 
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witness thy… uh… Neighbor’s donkey, Oh, I mean, false… er… Shalt not 

commit a bear… umm… 

 Thank you for calling the End Times Hotline. All of our operators are busy at the 

moment. If you would like, leave a brief message after the tone, and someone will 

get back to you at the end of time. 

 I know you’re out there. I know that you’re afraid. You’re afraid of us. You’re 

afraid of change. I don’t know the future. I didn’t come here to tell you how this 

is going to end, I came here to tell you how it’s going to begin. I’m going to hang 

up this phone, and then I’m going to show these people what you don’t want them 

to see. I’m going to show them a world, without you. A world without rules and 

controls. Without borders or boundaries. A world where anything is possible. 

Where we go from there, is a choice I leave to you. 

 I'm unable to take your call in person because I'm having an out-of-the-body 

experience. In fact I'm standing right behind you and I can hear everything you 

say. But leave me a message anyway to help me reconnect when I get back. 

 
Messages to Leave 

 [Here's a way to befuddle a specific caller: Record someone's answering machine 

message as you hear it, and then play it back to them as your message to them. 

Repeat over time until something interesting happens.] 

 "Hello. This is a message for, message for, message for, message for," (hang up) 

 Hello... Yes, I'd like to order two medium pepperoni pizzas please, with extra 

cheese... Oh, did I get the wrong number? Sorry about that. (Click.) 

 
Post-Scriptum 
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